The e-book age has taken “the
book” as we have known it to a
turning point. But in fact, casting off
old technologies and taking on new
ones has been part of the history of
the book since Egyptian times. This
volume tells the story from the very
beginning. These 100 books have
played a critical role in the creation
and expansion of books in all forms
and in all that they bring: literacy,
numeracy, technological progress
and the expansion of scientific
knowledge, religion, political
theory, oppression, liberation,
entertainment and more.
From inscriptions on tombs to the
first writings on papyrus; from how
scrolls gave way to the first bound
“codex” books in Roman times;
from exclusive and expensive handscribed books to the creation of
movable type and the invention of
printing for the masses; and from
the printed book to the digital book,
the ebook reader... and beyond, the
history of the book is the history of
civilization.
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The Complete Story, From Egypt to e-book

Sara Ayad has spent her
working life in the book
business as a reader, library
assistant, bookseller, editor
and picture researcher.

Illustrating this story are more than
250 pictures of treasured artifacts
from the world’s most important
historic collections.
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Roderick Cave is a print
historian and librarian who
has worked with rare book
collections and developed
information science courses
in libraries and universities
around the world. He is the
author of Impressions of Nature:
A History of Nature Printing.
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